
Social Engineering and Racial Liberalism in
the American South, 1938-1987: A Journey
through Fred Morrison's Masterpiece
In the tapestry of American history, the American South stands as a region
where the threads of social change and racial conflict have been
inextricably intertwined. In his groundbreaking work, Social Engineering
and Racial Liberalism: The Southern Strategy, 1938-1987, Fred Morrison
unravels the complex interplay between these forces, shedding light on the
policies and ideologies that shaped the region's tumultuous journey
towards racial equality.
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The Birth of Social Engineering

The roots of social engineering in the South can be traced back to the New
Deal era of the 1930s. Amidst the Great Depression, President Franklin D.
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Roosevelt launched a series of ambitious programs aimed at mitigating the
economic crisis and promoting social welfare. These programs, such as the
Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the Social Security Act,
extended a helping hand to countless Americans, including those in the
impoverished South.

However, these well-intentioned policies carried with them an unintended
consequence: they reinforced the existing racial segregation that was
deeply ingrained in Southern society. By providing separate services and
facilities for black and white Americans, the New Deal programs
inadvertently perpetuated a system of inequality.

The Rise of Racial Liberalism

Concurrently with the emergence of social engineering, a new wave of
racial liberalism was sweeping the nation. Inspired by the NAACP's legal
challenges to segregation and the growing movement for civil rights, many
white Southerners began to question the morality of Jim Crow laws.

This shift in attitudes was particularly evident among young people and
intellectuals. They embraced the ideals of equality and justice, and they
sought to use their voices to dismantle the oppressive system of
segregation.

The Southern Strategy: A Collision of Ideals

As the Civil Rights Movement gained momentum in the 1950s and 1960s,
the Southern Strategy emerged as a political response by Southern
politicians. Led by President Lyndon B. Johnson, this strategy aimed to
appease both black voters and white moderates by passing landmark



legislation such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of
1965.

While these laws were undoubtedly a step forward in the fight for racial
equality, they also had their limitations. They were often met with fierce
resistance from segregationists, and their implementation faced numerous
obstacles.

The Unintended Consequences of Good Intentions

Fred Morrison argues in his book that the Southern Strategy, despite its
noble intentions, had unintended consequences that further entrenched
racial inequality in the South. The influx of federal funds into the region
often benefited white elites at the expense of black communities.

Moreover, the focus on desegregating schools and other public institutions
led to white flight and the creation of segregated private schools, further
dividing the races.

Lessons from the Past

Social Engineering and Racial Liberalism offers a cautionary tale about the
complexities of addressing racial inequality. It reminds us that even the
most well-intentioned policies can have unintended consequences that may
perpetuate rather than alleviate social divisions.

Morrison's work provides valuable insights for policymakers and activists
today. It underscores the need for a nuanced understanding of the
historical context and the potential pitfalls of social engineering strategies.

A Timely and Essential Read



In an age marked by ongoing racial tensions, Social Engineering and
Racial Liberalism remains a timely and essential read. It provides a
historical perspective on the challenges and complexities of achieving
racial equality, offering lessons that are as relevant today as they were in
the tumultuous decades of the past.

For anyone interested in American history, race relations, or the interplay
between social policies and societal change, Fred Morrison's masterpiece
is an indispensable resource. It is a book that will challenge your
assumptions, provoke thoughtful discussion, and ultimately inspire a
deeper understanding of the ongoing struggle for racial justice.
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Ophie's Ghosts: A Haunting and Heartbreaking
YA Debut
Ophie's Ghosts is a powerful and moving YA debut from award-winning
author Justina Ireland. The novel tells the story of Ophie, a young black
girl...

The Essential Guide and Simple Recipes for
Crafting Divine Loaves with Your Bread
Machine
Immerse Yourself in the Art of Home Baking Bread, a culinary staple
enjoyed for centuries, holds a special allure for those who appreciate the
warmth and nourishment it...
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